Force Biden to yield financial records, 
attorney urges judge. — Arkansas, 1B 


Bryant’s Wallace 1 of 7 to sign with Hogs, 
new Coach Pittman. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E Lou Browning, a wild- 
life rehabilitator in Frisco, 
N.C., said a barred owl 
that got trapped in a car’s 
grille as it dove at some 
prey along a highway was 
bruised but survived the 
unexpected three-hour 
drive with a family traveling 
to the Outer Banks. 


E Eric Levett, sheriff of 
Rockdale County, Ga., said 
a Conyers woman survived 
being shot twice after she 
and two men, who kicked in 
her front door and the door 
to her bedroom, engaged in 
a shootout, resulting in her 
wounding one attacker. 


E Thanassis Vassilopou- 
los, mayor of Kalamata, 
Greece, said a 24-year-old 
woman was arrested on 
suspicion of attempted in- 
fanticide after a days-old 
baby “was very lucky in its 
misfortune” because it was 
heard by a passer-by and 
was found in an in-ground 
garbage bin that hadn’t been 
emptied yet because the 
truck was running late. 


E Ramsey BethAnn 
Bearse, 29, a former Miss 
Kentucky who worked as 
a teacher in West Virgin- 
ia, faces up to two years in 
prison after pleading guilty 
to exchanging nude photos 
with a 15-year-old student, 
saying the initial photo was 
meant for her husband and 
was sent to the student by 
mistake. 


E Chris Robertson, a 
Calverton Park, Mo., police 
officer, jumped into a frigid 
municipal pool in Fergu- 
son to help officer Jamez 
Knighten pull a 10-year-old 
boy from the deep end af- 
ter the child, who later died, 
fell into the water. 


E Vikkie Calderon, 
spokesman for the Fres- 
no Yosemite International 
Airport in California, said 
a 17-year-old girl wearing a 
pilot’s headset was arrest- 
ed after she sneaked into 
a small plane, started it up 
and crashed it into a chain- 
link fence. 


E Amanda Claw- 
son-Walker, a police offi- 
cer in Rock Springs, Wyo., 
filed a civil-rights lawsuit 
saying she was denied a 
chance to be promoted to 
sergeant because her high- 
risk pregnancy in 2016 pre- 
vented her from taking a 
physical test on the date it 
was given. 


E Donnie Craig, sheriff 
of Pickens County, Ga., is 
under investigation by the 
Georgia Bureau of Inves- 
tigation after the “back- 
up” handgun he had in his 
waistband misfired, sending 
a round into the floor of a 
Walmart in Jasper. 

E Jeffrey Gillen, a circuit 
judge in West Palm Beach, 
Fla., declared a mistrial af- 
ter six days of testimony in 
a case involving a sheriff’s 
deputy charged with killing 
his son-in-law when a juror 
was seen looking at his cell- 
phone during closing argu- 
ments. 
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House impeaches rump 


House Speaker Nancy Pelosi strikes the gavel Wednesday night after announcing passage of the second article of impeachment against 
President Donald Trump. Pelosi would not say when the House will send the articles to the Senate for trial. “We'll see” whether the 


Pega, 


Senate announces terms she considers fair, she told reporters. More photos at arkansasonline.com/1219impeachment/. 


(AP/Patrick Semansky) 


President lambastes Democrats 


Rallying supporters, he says 
rivals ‘consumed’ by enmity 
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BATTLE CREEK, Mich. 
— President Donald Trump 
rallied supporters in Michi- 
gan on Wednesday night as 
the House voted to impeach 
him, declaring, “It doesn’t 
really feel like we’re being 
impeached.” 

Trump took the stage 
minutes before he became 
the third president in U.S. 
history to be impeached by 
the House of Representa- 
tives. 


The president emerged 
from a mock fireplace at 
the Christmas-themed rally 
as the impeachment effort 
proceeded. He took time to 
praise “the miracle of Christ- 
mas, the greatness of Amer- 
ica and the glory of God,” 
even as he slammed Demo- 
crats, accusing the “radical 
left in Congress” of being 
“consumed with envy and 
hate and rage.” 

Aides had said Trump 
would wait to see the House 
vote before walking out to 

See TRUMP, Page 7A 


President Donald Trump leaves the White House on Wednesday for 
a campaign trip to Battle Creek, Mich., before the House voted to 


impeach him. More photos at arkansasonline.com/1219trump/. 


(AP/Steve Helber) 
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WASHINGTON — The 
House of Representatives 
on Wednesday impeached 
President Donald Trump 
on charges of obstruction 
of Congress and abuse of 
power, making him the 
third president in history 
to be charged with com- 
mitting high crimes and 
misdemeanors. 

The votes on the two 
articles of impeachment 
fell largely 
along party 
lines, after a 
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article on abuse of power, 
which accused Trump of 
corruptly using the levers 
of government to solicit 
election assistance from 
Ukraine in the form of in- 
vestigations into former 
Vice President Joe Biden 
and Biden’s son, Hunter. 
Republicans were united 
in opposition. The article 
passed 230-197, with Speak- 
er Nancy Pelosi gaveling 
the vote to a close from the 
House rostrum. 

On the second charge, 
obstruction of Congress, 
a third Democrat joined 
Republicans in opposition. 


See IMPEACH, Page 6A 


Justice Department Inspector General Michael Horowitz told 
a Senate committee Wednesday about his concerns over the 
FBI’s use of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court. More 
photos at arkansasonline.com/1219horowitz/. 

(AP/Jacquelyn Martin) 


FBI probe worrying, 
inspector general says 
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WASHINGTON — Jus- 
tice Department Inspector 
General Michael Horowitz 
testified Wednesday that he 
was concerned that the FBI 
did not reevaluate whether 
to continue investigating a 
former adviser to Donald 
Trump’s campaign as agents 


failed to uncover evidence 
of wrongdoing in late 2016, 
and the FBI’s missteps in that 
case might indicate a broad- 
er problem. 

Testifying at a Senate 
Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs Commit- 
tee hearing, Horowitz criti- 
cized how the FBI handled 
its probe of former Trump 

See FBI, Page 7A 


Luxury apartment project 
near start on NLR riverside 


STEPHEN STEED 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A real estate investment 
and development group said 
Wednesday that it will spend 
some $20 million in the first 
phase of developing 41 acres 
of riverfront property in 
North Little Rock into a mix of 
“resort-style” apartments, sin- 
gle- and multifamily homes, 

retail shops and a hotel. 


The first phase, with 
groundbreaking set in early 
January, will consist of the 
construction of 92 one- and 
two-bedroom apartments 
and infrastructure, said Blake 
Jackson, who with his broth- 
er Edward are managing 
members of Monde Group 
and other companies behind 
what will be called the Espla- 

See ESPLANADE, Page 3A 


HUNTER FIELD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The panel that sets state 
elected officials’ salaries 
proposed 2.5% raises for Ar- 
kansas’ seven constitutional 
officers and 135 members of 
the General Assembly. 

The raises, which total 
$157,266, would take effect 
after a public comment pe- 
riod and final vote by the 
Independent Citizens Com- 
mission on Jan. 22. 

The commission settled 
on 2.5% as a cost-of-living 
adjustment for state officials 
after discussing the matter at 


several meetings throughout 
the year. 

Raises would go to the 
governor, lieutenant gover- 
nor, attorney general, secre- 
tary of state, treasurer, audi- 
tor, land commissioner and 
state lawmakers. 

No officials requested a 
pay increase, which prompt- 
ed commission Chairman 
Chuck Banks of Little Rock to 
question whether the panel 
should consider raises at all. 

Commissioner Annabelle 
Imber Tuck, a former state 
Supreme Court justice, said 
political officials wouldn’t 


Slain officer’s honor guard | 


Law enforcement officers help carry the coffin of slain police Sgt. Kaila Sullivan into a church in 
Houston, Texas, for her funeral Wednesday. Sullivan, 43, a 16-year police veteran in the Houston 
suburb of Nassau Bay, was killed during a traffic stop Dec. 10. More photos at arkansasonline. 
com/1219funeral/. 
(AP/Houston Chronicle/Melissa Phillip) 


Panel proposes 2.5% raises 
for lawmakers, 7 top officials 


request raises even if war- 
ranted. 

“I think we should give 
[raises] because part of the 
problem before the commis- 
sion was created was it’s very 
hard politically for the Legis- 
lature, etc., to ask,” she said. 
“I have a feeling that was the 
whole problem before the in- 
dependent commission was 
created. I think the fact that 
they didn’t ask is not indica- 
tive of need.” 

The commission was cre- 
ated by Amendment 94 to the 
Arkansas Constitution after 

See RAISES, Page 2A 


